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1, foot-note 2, line 3. — For Rajahmahendravarman during the regin read Rajamahen- 

dravaram during tho reign 

I, foot-note 3, line 4. — -For Raghudeva read Raghudeva 
6, line 19. — For emrainence read eminence 

6, foot-note 4, line 2. — For sthitam .... Godavari read sthuam | . ■ Gddd*nri° 

6, foot-note 5, line 2. — -For vipra read viprd 

7, lines 6-7. — For Vijayapratapakapilendra-mahaSasana in the Sanskrit read Pratapa- 

kapilesarapura in the Oriya 

8, foot-note 2, line 2. — For Krishna read Krishna 

10, line 37 and page 18, text line 128. — Add note — Madhubibhura may be a mistake for 

madhuhhurvha. 

II, line 34. — For Upajatiiesal Upajati 

12, text line 3. — Rkad yah | 

13, foot-note 2. — Add note — Or read putraa kirti-pratdpd°, 

13, foot-note 4. — Read sarhprd 0 

14, text-line 44. — For snkhharh read snkham 

15, text lines 65 and 80.— The correction of °san — Yaju° is unnecessary 

16, text line 93.— Read [sa*]ttamah 

16, text line 100. — Read nishndtah | 1 

17, text line 115.— -For matah read matah ; for svdd° read sydd J 

18, text line 126. — For mana° read mahd° 

18, text line 138. — For Lakshmi read Lakshmi 

20, lines 6-13.— Add note — If the author used the word rasa in the sense of ‘eight’, the year 

would be £aka 1378 (current). As the second of the two suggested dates 
falls in the next lunar year, the first one may be regarded as the correct 
date of the record. 

21, foot-note 4. — Omit. 

23, line 8 — Read nadu(i-nnddii°) 

26, text line 13. — For idka . read i-dha - 

( xt ) 
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Page 27, line 19. — For atman read atman 
,, 28, line 18. — For Pullempet read Pullampet 

fl 28, line 28. — For Renapdu read Renandu 
„ 28, foot-note 4, line 1. — For Dasvarmma 0 read DaSavarmma 0 

lt 28, foot-note 4, line 2. — For v'ira read vira 
„ 28, foot-note 6. — Read °mnda Denkana 0 

„ 29, text line 3. — Read (kh-akhi)la 

,, 29, text line 5. — Read (di)j)-a 0 

,, 29, text line 25. — Read Baranasi 

,, 32, line 23. — For indentify read identify 

,, 34, text-line 5. — The correction of kakshyak is unnecessary. 

,, 34, foot-note 1. — For dart da read danda 

„ 35, text-line 27. — For ketam read heturh 

,, 36, line 21. — For Purnirmaiita read Furnimanta 

,, 37, line 24. — For presnt read present 

„ 37, line 31. — Fore. 1255-70 A.D. read c. 1155-70 A.D. 

„ 38, line 22. — For exacavated read excavated 

„ 41, foot-note 1, line 2. — For Huitzsch read Hultzsch 

„ 47, foot-note 7. — Add note — Aivayuja sudi 11 seems to have been the date of the grant 

and not of the festival. 

,, 49, foot-note 3. — For karanluam read karaniyam 

52, line 5. — For as read us 

, f 56, line 3.~~ For all sins read great sins 

58, line 13. — For bhikshi/ni read bhikshun 

,» 59, line 15. — For Enlightment read Enlightenment 

„ 61, line 29. — For definity redd defin itely 

,, 63, text line 8. — For sa-paficha read sa palicha 

,, 68, foot-note 9. — For °ddfihk read °ddrth 

,, 69, text line 5. — For Sri read iri 
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Page 09. text line 10. — For z ilca‘o[>'n ] lead c dva /«[?>>] 

,, 70, text line 18. — Read svchi 0 

,, 71, line 31 . — For Karndta )tad Karnata 

,, 73, line 32. For discused tend discussed 

,, 74, text line S. — For Ja»hd-iuidlatktnre etc. read Jathda}tad[v]ti((le= u)ta/i etc. [H.K.N.] 

,, 75, text line 16. — For nagarc— ia z read nagari^va 0 

,, 75, foot-note 4, line 4 . — For below icad below as 

,, 75, foot-note 15, Jine 2 . — Raid not sa)nu z 

„ 77, foot-note 1, line 1 . — For Nollipayva read Nollipayva 

,, 80, line 7 . — For thi read this 

,, 89, lines 33-34, and page 91, text line 20. — Add note — U nehk-ddi-parihartavye samddht - 

sahitam may mean ‘together with an agree- 
ment in respect of the exemption of unchha , etc.*" 

92, text line 25. — For Sua read Sia 

/ * * 

„ 93, line 34 .— For Devapaladeva read Devapaladeva 

,, 94, text line 1. — For Sri 0 read 5ri° 

97, line 19 . — For Dhanesar read Dhaneswar 
,, 102, line 29 . — For as read has 

104, para 4 . — Add note — The verb in sand lokc-^ sitrin in verse 5 may siumest that M.illikar- 

juna was living at the time when the record was drafted or engraved. In 
that case, verse 11 merely indicates that Gauri made her husband Malli- 

7 ftr 

karjuna free from his debt to his ancestors by performing their snlddhu at 
Gaya on her husband's behalf. 

104, foot-note 2, line 3. — Forabave read above 

105, foot-note 3, lines 3. .4 . — For Dhruvesvara read Dhruvesvara 

9 

107, text line 1. — For la set. read Ia?a- 

108, para. 3, fine 7. — For mapa >/*[*] read inaga[m*] 

109, line 4 . — For in that Narasiiiiha read in that of Narasiiiiha 
113, text line lfi.---For H*d[|[*] read kkd\\ 

1H, lines 25-30. —Add note — If Vijaganagm a-simhasana-Jcartala is taken to refer to Achvuta- 

raya, it was he who was made free from his debt to his ancestors by 
Timtnamnma by performing their srdddha at Gaya on the king’s behalf. 
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118, line 20. — For Konkondala read Konakondla 

118. foot-note 10, line 5. — For mnnisvarah read muni scarab 

118, foot-note 10, line 7. — Read pujit-otkrishta 

120, text line 15. — For °rlempi read °rlcpi 

120, text line 24.— For varggaims=cka read va>ggais-=iha 

120, foot-note 1. — For ramge read ramge 

121, line 29. — For awap read away 

122, lines 13-14. — Add note — The 21 generations are generally underatod to indicate the ten 

preceding and the ten succeeding generations of *a person together with 
his own generation. 

123, foot-note 1, line 1. — For ths read the 

128, text line 1. — For pararddhe read parrrddhe 

132, line 15. — For Rodam read Roddam 

137, line 17. — For 2f read of 

139, text line 14. — For vidhaya read vidhdya 

139, text line 14. — Read srgandhini 

144, text line 7. — For lanchhana read lanchhana 

144, text line 22. — Read bhupatir— 

146, text line 54. — For uttarayanna read uttardyana 
146, text line 56. — For °ashta read *ashta 
154, text line 20. — For °utkirnnnd read °vtkbnnd 
156, line 15.— For to whom read to which 
158, foot-note 3. — For Tthre read There 

161, text line 2.— For yirattmr read Yiratlar 
161, text line 3. — For devarkru read devarku 
161, foot-note 11. — For Pudukottai read Pudukkottai 
173, line 2. — For Tirupparan 0 read Tirupparaft* 

194, liije 39. — For 959 A.D. read 995 A.tX 
213, text -line 25. — For vipulaln*] read vipvld\n*] 
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Page 217. line 4. —For Konkana read Konkami 
„ 220, line 39. — For Bhakttraja rcud Bhaktiraja 

f , 220, foot-note 3. — Read pp. 239 ff. 

„ 221, last line. — For Surya read Suraya 

,, 225, line 36.— For bring read being 

,, 228, last line. — Read 7# tam 

,, 231, text line 124. —Read cha 

,, 234, foot-note 1. — For this read this 

,, 237, text line 12. — For sarvvam read sarvadd sarvvam 

,, 237, text line 15. — Read cha bhagavatd and omit foot-note 1. 

,, 252, foot-note 1, line 2. — For sdecription read description 

,, 256, line 32. — For nscription read inscription 

,, 258, foot-note 5. — For Mavaji read Mavali 

260, foot-note 3. — Add no*e— For the female name Nagavasu with the honorific Sri suffixed 

to it, see above, Vol. XXI, p. 64. 

„ 265, foot-note 2.— For Chodaganga read Chodaganga 

280, foot-note 8, line 3.— For Kaihbamumetta read Karhbamumetta 

283. — For 74 Yarrd read 74 Yarra 

284. — For 101 Sdmayajubi read 101 Sdmaydj >du 

,, 285, foot-note 5.— For Sardulankri 

„ 287, text line 31.— For Rigredi read Rig cedi 

„ 287, text line 37.— For °pu(pa)lli read °puli 

„ 289, text line 86.— For Yana read Yana 
„ 290, text line 141.— For dlmri read dart 
„ 291, text line 177.— For tadi read tddi 

„ 291, text line 178.— For nilla read nil la 

293, line 23. — For seems to register read seems to te to register 
„ .302, text line 20.— For nama read nama 
„ 302, text line 21.- Read "aidida[ru] 
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Page 30.4, line 3 . — For characters i ead chart drs 

t , 304, foot-note 8, line 2. — Add at the end oj the sentence — as well as in the Gunaighar plate 

# of 507 A.D. (ibid., p. 331 J. 

„ J ♦ 

,, „ 309, line 27 ,-*-For cabled read called 

„ 315, line 26. — Read o 

* 

,, 316, line 5. — Fox Ballalasena read Ballalasena 
,, 318, line 36.— For is read are 

„ 320, line 41. — For snpported read supported 

,, 323, text line 31. — For grdma-samdvdsita read fjrfima-parisara-samvvi sit a 

,, 328, line 43. — For sence read sense 



,, 331, fopt-note 9. —For va read vd 
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In the course of my annual tour in search ,of inscriptions, I visited Rajahmundry in January 
1956 in order to examine the copper-plate charters in the collection of the Andhra Historical Re- 
search Society. Among the records, kindly shown to me by Mr. R. Subba Rao, the enthusiastic 
Secretary of the Society, one was a grant of Raghudeva, which Mr. Subba Rao, as I was told, was 
trying to publish in the Society's journal. 1 On the same occasion, Mr. B. V. Krishna Rao of Rajah- 
mundry was also kind enough to show me a copper plate with inscription on both sides, which was 
lying in his possession. It was found on examination that this plate contains the central part of 
another charter of the same Raghudeva. Although Mr. Krishna Rao’s plate thus offers us only 
the fragment of a document, it is interesting because it contains all the details of the grant made 
by the donor by means of the record in question and also because the introductory stanzas offer 
an additional information about the genealogy of the SuryavamSl Gajapatis of Orissa as found 
for the first time in the other epigraph referred to above. The ancestry of the great KapileSvara 
or Kapilendra, the founder of the said dynasty, is shrouded in mystery and traditions on the sub- 
ject found in such w r orks as the Madala Pafiji (i.e. the chronicle of the Jagannatha temple at Puri) 
have unfortunately made the confusion worse confounded. We have now very welcome light on 
the subject. Both the charters are edited here as they are of considerable interest to the students 
of Orissan history. 

The donor of the two grants under study is already known to us from two inscriptions. One 
of these comes from Tirupati in the Peddapuram Taluk of the West Godavari District and shows 
that Raghudeva-narendra-mahapatra was the governor of Rajahmundry during the reign of Gaja- 
pati Kapile^vara in 1458 A.D. 2 The other record was discovered in the fort of Warangal in the 
District of that name, formerly in the Hyderabad State but now in Andhra. This epigraph is 
dated in 1460 A.D. 3 The inscriptions of Raghudeva published here bear dates in 1455-56 and 

*~cf.JAHXS, VoLXXIII, pp. 163 ff ; also 1HQ , Vol. XXXIII, ppT275 ff. ~~ 

*See SII t Vol. V, No. 100 (pp. 36-37). The inscription, engra\ed on a pillar at the entra nee of the Srtra- 
ng&raya temple, records that on Jyephtha-badi 13, Monday, in the year Bahudhanya (i.e. Sakn 1380 expired), while 
Raghudeva-narendra-mahapatra was ruling at Rajahmahendravaram during the regin of Kapilf*&v ara-mahiiraya, 
one Trinetradevaganapijaru, the officer of the temple treasury, restored the lands of the teiuplo of Sjing.uaraya, 
which were being illegally enjoyed by the Mahajavns of the village of Tirupati during the period of VisveSvara- 
purohita’s service. Raghudeva is also mentioned in Kapilesvara’s Pun inscription {J ASH, 1803, p. 00, No. II). 

* Mackenzie Manuscripts, No, 15-4-5. The date of the insc ription is quoted ns Kali 4561, Framfi- 
thin, Magha-sudi 10, Saturday. Taking the Kali year to be current, the date corr ponds regularly to the ‘2nd Febru- 
ary 1460 A.D. The record mentions Virabhadra Raghudeva-narendra as the *on ot Parasuramadevn-rnya of the 
solar race. As will be seen below, this information is supported by the inscriptions now published. Raghudeva 
seems to have accompanied Hamblra, son of Kapile&vara, in Haiiibira’s expedition against Warangal which lie 
conquered about this time. Hamblra’ s own inscription in the Warangal fort, an inaccurate transcript of which 
has been published in 811 , Vol. VII, p. 372, No. 733, bears the date Pramathin, Magha-sudi 10, Va (i.e. Vatftfai dra, 
Saturday), regularly corresponding to the 2nd February 1460 A.D. The record actually reads Qajapati-Kapilitk- 
dra’inakarayala* humdriLmda[ n ] [A}rhbb\radiva-lcumdra-mahapdtfi(tru)rhiu V&m[ga* gonenu jj 

For the two inscriptions, see also A.R.Ep., 1957-58, Noe. B 53 and 55. Raghudcva’s Warangal inscription has 
been edited below, pp. 1 25 ff. 
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1456 A.D. Since the earlier of the two records now under review, viz. the one dated 1455-56 A. D., 
is fragmentary and its introductory part gets some elucidation from the other epigraph, dated 
1456 A.D., we shall take up the latter first for discussion. 

The two known records of Raghudeva, together with the two now under study, Bhow that 
he was Kapilesvara’s governor at Rajahmundry at least from 1455 to 1460 A.D. But he seems 
to have been placed in charge of the Gajapati province of Rajahmundry some time earlier. The 
province in question appears to have comprised roughly the present East and West Godavari 
Districts together with some of the adjoining areas. This was the Rajamahendra-rajya or the 
kingdom with Rajamahendrapura (or °nagara) or Rajamahendravaram (i.e. Rajahmundry) as 
its capital, which Kapile^vara conquered from the Reddis and annexed to the Gajapati empire a 
few years before the earliest date in Raghudeva ’s known recouls. 

The struggle of the Reddis of Rajahmundry with their kinsmen, the Reddis of Kondavidu, 
led to the decline of both the houses and to their complete subjugation by the Yijayanagara 
king Prau^ha -Devaraya (Devaraya II) who had ascended the throne in Saka 1346 (J424 A.D.). 
This also speaks of the success of the Yijayanagara king against the contemporary Ganga monarch 
Bhanu IV (c. 1414 1 to 1434-35 A.D.) of Orissa because the latter’s attempt to annex the Rajah* 
mundry kingdom to the Ganga empire failed. An inscription 2 points to the presence of the Yijaya- 
nagara general Telungaraya at Simhachalam in the year Plavariga (1427 A.D.) while the Mfida- 
bidure inscription 3 of Saka 1351=Saumya (1429 A.D.) describes Devaraya II as the lion in des- 
troying the crores of elephants of the JIutangarSja (Gajapati) and the very Agastya to the ocean 
of the armies of the Andhra kings (i.e. the Reddis). The latest date for Vlrabhadra, the last Redd* 
king of Rajahmundry, is the month of Phalguna in Saka 1359^Pingala (145S A.D.), 4 when he was 
apparently a vassal of the Vijayanagara monarch. But a Drakshaiama (Ramachandrapuram 
Taluk, East Godavari District) inscription of the reign of Devaraya II, dated Saka 1366 (1444 
A.D.), seems to suggest that the Reddi king was still living as late as that date. 6 An inscription 0 
at Penugonda (Tanuku Taluk, West Godavari District), dated Saka 1370=Vibhava (1448 A.D.), 
however, speaks of the rule of the Gajapati king, i.e. Kapile6vara. The Rajahmundry kingdom 
was thus conquered by KapileSvara between 1444 and 1448 A.D. There is a tradition that he 
conquered the com ry named Mahindra (or Rajamahlndra) or Mahendra (i.e. Rajamahendra) 
in the fourteenth Anka year of his reign. 7 Since he ascended the thione in 1434-35 A.D., his 14th 
dnka or 12th actual regnal year would correspond to 1446-47 A.D. Raghudeva may have been 
stationed at Rajahmundry soon after the annexation of the Rajamahendra-rajya to the Gajapati 
empire, i.e. sometime before 1450 A.D. How long he served in the same capacity after 1460 A.D., 

the latest date known from his records, cannot be determined until further evidence is forth- 
coming. 

1. RaghudSvapura Grant of Saka 1378 

The set consists of six plates, of which only five bear writing on both sides. The plates are 
each 10J inches long and 5J inches high. The inscribed plates are numbered in Telugu-Kanna<Ja 
numerals, the figures being engraved in the left margin on the obverse, very near tho ring-hole 

1 This is the earliest known date found in his records. But the real date of his accession cannot be determined. 
See JOB, Vol. XXII, pp 47 ff. 

* SJI, Vol. VI, No. d05. 

• Ibid., Vol. vn. No. 202. 

% 4 Ibid., Vol. IV, Nos. 1352 and 1355. 

6 M. S. Sanna, History of the BeJJi Kingdoms, pp. 192-98. 

4 Ibid., p. 193 ; Mackenzie Manu-ripU, No. 15-4*4. The Gutti fort was besieged by Gajapati Haiiiblra during 
the reign of Praudha-DSvaraya (A.B.Ep.. 1921, p. 114, No. 10 of App. A), 

7 Jfddold P&tjt, ©d. A. B. Mahanti, Cuttack, pp. 44, 46. Cf. Kaifiyat of Jaganndtham quoted by Saetri and 
Venkataramanayya, Further Sources of Vijayanagara History, Vol. II, p. 84, 
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which is about - inch in diameter. The ends of the ring passing through the hole are soHered 
beneath a seal bearing the figure of a standing caparisoned elephant fixed on its surface. The 
diameter of the ring is about 4| inches while tUat of the seal is about 4£ inches. The five plates 
together weigh about 271 tolas. The weight of individual plates varies between 50 and 58 tolas. 

There are altogether 149 lines of writing on the ten faces of the five plates and they are dis- 
tributed in the following order : IA— 16 lines, IB— 15 lines, IIA — 17 lines, IIB — 16 lines. Ill A — 
16 lines, IIIB — 1 5 lines, IVA — 15 lines, 1VB— 15 lines, VA — 17 lines, VB — 7 lines. There is a 
linear drawing at the end of the epigraph on the reverse of the last plate. The same kind of 
sketch is also found on the other charters issued by the SuryavaiiisI Gajapatis of Orissa, in some of 
which it looks clearly like the representation of a sword or dagger (or several swords or dacuers). 1 
The figure apparently stood for the signature of the donor on the original document later engraved 
on copper plates. 

The inscription is written in Telugu characters and in the Sanskrit language and, excepting 
a short mangala passage in prose at the beginning of line 1, the whole record is written in verse. 
Its palaeography is characterised by the use of almost similar signs for letters like cV? and bh in 
some cases and for others like ha and bha, bi and bhi , etc. There is no distinction between p and v 
when used as subscripts in conjunets. The mark distinguishing bh from b is generally a curve 
added to the top of the right limb of b. It is ra :ely a small vertical below the letter (cf. Tallu-bhatta 
in line 82) ; but sometimes it is a curve at the same place (cf. ta»u-h]mra } u hue 81). The indica- 
tion of aspiration of this second type is found in clh (cf. chrhhtt in hue 12) and sometimes in th 
(cf. stamhhd-iha in line 12 6) in the form of an inward curve in the bottom line of the letters. In 
a few cases, an inward loop takes the place of the curve (cf. cb'h} a in line 5 lb Tire same medial 
signs have been used for c and e and for 6 and o as the distinction between the short and long signs 
did not develop or was not popular as yet. There are two forms of t (cf. °d* f nn yata staJ} in line 
15). A noteworthy characteristic of the orthography of the record is the representation of th 
by ( Ih , ddh by dhdh and ]>h by p in a large number of cases. In some cases, l has been written for 1. 
The letter t is often reduplicated after the nasal (cf. jagaa.tti in lines 1-2) while h is often repre- 
sented by hv and y by yg. Another peculiarity is the substitution of the class nasal by anusvara 
which is again invariably used in the place of final ?n. Visaiga followed by s or $ has very often 
been changed to the respective sibilant in Sandhi. In several cases, medial has been represented 
by ru (cf. lines 103-04:, 107). 

The date of the charter is quoted in verse 30 in lines 58-59. It was the twelfth of the 
bright half of the month of Suchi in the year Dhatri of Jupiter's Southern Cycle corres- 
ponding to the &aka year counted by rersu (i.e. 8), iaila (i e. 7) and visva (i.e. 1 3 \ i.e. 1378. The 
month of Suchi is Jyeshtha according to some authorities and Ashadha according to others, al- 
though in Oriya lexicons it is recognised in the latter sense only. The date thus appears to cor- 
respond to the 15th June 1456 A.D. 

The inscription is divided into four sections, one separated from another by one or more 
floral designs. It iB interesting to note that the stanzas of Sections I and II are numbered, but 
that the numbering is not continued from Section I to Section II in which the verses have con- 
secutive numbers beginning again from 1. Section III actually begins with a Siddham symbol. 

Section I may be subdivided into two halves, the first containing adoration to gods and the 
second a description of the donor’s ancestry as well as of the donor and the grant he made. It 
consists of 33 stanzas in various metres engraved in lines 1-64 on the four faces of Plates I and II. 



1 Cf. the Chiruvroli grant of Haihblra in Bh&rcUi, November, 1941, p.530 ; the Balasore ooppor a 210 -head 
inscription of Puniflhdttama in 2nd. Ant., Vol. I, p. 335 ; the Velioherla plates of Prat&parudra in Bkdrati , August 
1936, p. 273 ; above, Vol. XXVIII, Plate facing p. 211 ; etc. 
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Section II gives a list of the donees in 40 stanzas in the Anushtubh metre, which runs from line 65 
at the beginning of the obverse of Plate III to the first half of line 119 in the middle of the second 
side of Plate IV. Section III describes the boundaries of the gift village. It consists of 14 stanzas 
mostly in the Anushtubh metre, which are engraved in lines 119-35. Section IV contains the 
imprecatory and benedictory part in 8 stanzas in different metres, which are engraved in lines 
135-49. There are thus altogether 95 stanzas in the inscription. 

Section I begins with the Siddham symbol followed by the mahgala : avighnam^astu, after 
which there is another Siddham symbol. The above is followed by several verses invoking the 
protection of a number of deities. Verse 1 contains a prayer to the tusk of the Lildvardha , i.e. 
the Boar incarnation of Vishnu, for the protection of the world from danger, while verse 2 con- 
tains a similar prayer to the god Gajasya (i.e. Gancsa). The next two stanzas (verses 3-4) like- 
wise seek for the favour respectively of the goddess Earth and the feet of Kamalapati (i.e. Vishnu)* 
After this, the donor’s family is gradually introduced. Verses 5-7 describe the god Narayaoa (i.e. 
Vishnu) and the next stanza (verse 8) speaks of Virinchi (i.e. Brahman), the god of creation, who 
was born out of Naraya^a’s navel and whose two arms produced the martial race (i.e. the Ksha- 
triya clan). According to verse 9, in this race came into being the Sun and the Moon (pushpa- 
vantau) from whom sprang two dynasties (i.e. the solar and lunar races). Verse 10 states that 
there was a Nay aka named Kapile&vara who was one of the many rulers ( nfipa ) born in the solar 
and lunar races and was the crest-jewel of a number of Nayakas (i.e. was one of the foremost Ndya - 
has or had several Nayakas under him). The real meaning of the word ndyaka used in this context 
is uncertain. An inscription 1 of Saka 1275 (1353 A.D.) from Srikurniam, e.g., mentions the 
Nayakas of Kalihga either in the sense of royal officers or ruling chiefs, while the Oriya lexicons 
recognise the word in the sense of a ruler or a leader of forces. There is thus no doubt that 
Kapilesvara, described not only as a Ndyaka but also as a nfipa or ruler, was a person of some 
importance, apparently a small ruling chief. The family names Nayaka and Pattanayaka are still 
current among the people of Orissa. 

Verse 11 mentions J&gesvara who was the son of the above-mentioned Kapilesvara and re- 
presents him as a great hero and a possessor of numerous elephants. The next stanza (verse 12) 
speaks of Balarama as the eldest among Jagesvara’s sons who were all famous for their prowess. 
Verse 13 states that Balarama and his father Jagesvara died on the battle-field while fighting with 
certain enemieB even though they had already obtained victory in the contest. The following 
three stanzas (verses 14-16) deal with Kapilesvara, the younger brother of Balarama. This 
Kapilesvara, named after his grandfather, was the celebrated founder of the SuryavamSl Gajapati 
family of Orissa. A passage in verse 14 says that Kapilesvara acquired the exalted position ( vi - 
bhava) of the Dantiraja (i.e. Gajapati) by dint of his prowess ( saurya ). This no doubt refers to 
his occupation of the throne of Gajapati Bhanu IV, the latest known ruler of the Imperial Ganga 
dynasty. 4 Verses 15-16 vaguely describe the heroism of Kapilesvara. Verse 17 introduces Para- 
surama Harichandana as the younger brother of Kapilesvara, while the following stanzas des- 
cribe Parasurama’s son Raghudeva who was the donor of the grant under study. Verses 17-18, 
20 and 23-24 of this part are also found in the Dorapalem grant of Raghudeva edited below, al- 
though a stanza in that record, mentioning Rama as the younger brother of ParaSurama, is not 

1 Sll'Voh V, No. 1205. 

1 The title Gajapati became popular with the latest rulers of the Ganga family gradually. Bhanu I is called 
Gajapati or Gajaghat&pati in a Dr&ksharama inscription (517, Vol. IV, p. 361, No. 1084) of Saha 1196 (1274 A.D.) 
and Narasiihha III Gajapati - Peda- Nara&i mha in a Simhachalam record of Saka 1305=1383 A.D. (ibid., Vol. VI, 
p. 285, No. 752). Narasiihha IV is called Gajapati in some inscriptions from Simhachalam ; cf. Gajapati in one of 
Saka 1328=1406 A.D. (ibid., p. 277, No. 731), and Gajapati or Gajanivahapati in another of Saka 1305=1383 (ibid., 
p, 2$6, No. 753). Similarly Bhahu IV is ended Gajapati in two Simhachalam inscriptions respectively of Saka 
1336=1414 A.D. and Saka 1339=1417 A.D. (ibid., pp. 447-48, No. 1113 ; pp. 417-18 Vo. 1040) Cf. below, p.44. 
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met with in the present epigraph. Verge 19, which is not found in the Dorapaleih grant, discloses 
the fact that the name of Raghudeva’s mother was Mallika. Verse 20 says that, owing to his 
prowess and his conquests Raghudeva was putrikrita by his uncle Kapilesvara. The expres- 
sion putrikfita may suggest that Raghudeva was adopted by his uncle as a son ; but the idea may 
also be that Kapilesvara treated Raghudeva as one of his own sons. The second alternative seems 
to be supported by Raghudeva's Warangal inscription of a later date (1460 A.D.) representing 
him the son of Parasurama and not of Kapilesvara. It is difficult to say whether the claim had 
anything to do with the title Kumara enjoyed by Raghudeva. 1 

Verse 33 represents Raghudeva aB a Sarendra , i.e. a ruler, although he is generally called a 
Kumara, Nrip-atmaja , Raja-tanaya , Narendraraja-putra (or °sunu) and Sarendra-dharanxpdl- 
dtmaja , i.e. a prince, and verses 26-27 state that he owed his position to the grace of Kapilesvara 
whose viceroy apparently he was. That he was a servant of Kapilesvara is also clearly indicated 
by the word ?rra used in verses 25 and 29 with reference to his service to his uncle. Verse 
27 may suggest that the title or position of Kumara was assigned to him by Kapilesvara. But 
the reference to his d } g-v jaya (verses 20, 25 and 26) and to his rule over the earth ’ (verses 22, 21), 
his comparison with the ancient imperial ruler Kartavirya (verse 22) and the vague reference to the 
prowess of his arms in many of the stanzas show how the official prasastihara was trying to endow 
a provincial governor with the glory of an emperor. 

Verse 27 states that Raghudeva had his headquarters at the city of Fajamahendra (i.e. 
Rajahmundry) and that the province over which he ruled extended from Simh&chala to Giri- 
praja which may be a mistake for Girivraja. Simhachala is no doubt the place of that name in the 
Visakhapatnam District, Andhra Pradesh ; but the other limit of the province under Raghudeva is 
difficult to identify. We know, however, that the kingdom of the Reddis ot Kondavidu, which 
also was conquered by Kapilesvara and made a province of the Gajapati empire, lay on the other 
side of the territory ruled by Raghudeva. It is thus not impossible that Girivraja (literally ‘ the 
cowherd settlement on the hill ’) was the Sanskrit form of the Telugu name Kondavidu (literally, 

* the city on the hill ’). The rendering may of course have been influenced by the names of the 
celebrated cities called Girivraja, which were the capitals of the ancient Magadha and Kekaya 
countries. 2 It may be noted that, when Raghudeva was ruling over the district around Rajah- 
mundry, Kondavidu was the headquarters of Gaijadeva, another of Kapilesvara’s viceroys. 
Ganadeva’s inscriptions bear dates in 1454 and 1455 A.D. 8 It seems that the province under 
Raghudeva lay between tw o other provinces of KapileSvara’s empire, which had their headquarters 
at Simhachalam and Kondavidu. 

1 This case reminds us of a Simhachalam inscription (SII t Vol. VI, No. 1088, pp. 437-38) of Saka 1381 (1459 
A.D.) recording the gift of Hamblra-kumara-mahapatra of the Sfcrya-vaihAa. In the Chiruvroli grant and Warangal 
record, the donor Haihblra is represented as the son of Kapilesvara. The date of the record, the title Kumara- 
mahdpatra and the descent from the solar lineage no doubt suggest that Hamblra of the Simhachalam inscription 
wm the same as the homonymous son of Kapilesvara, although the title may mean * a Mahapdtra of the status 
of a Kumara \ But Haihblra-kumara-mahapatra is described in the Simhachalam epigraph as the son 
of Sagdudeva-mahapatra. Since it is impossible to believe that the emperor Kapilesvara has been mentioned 
as Mahapdtra Sa^fludeva in a record of 1459 A.D., the only possibilities are that Haihblra of the Simhachalam 
inscription, even though he must have been a close relation of Kapilesvara, was different from the emperor’s son of 
t he same name, or that Sa^dudeva’s son Haihblra was adpoted by KapileAvara as bis own son sometime after 
1459 A.D. as a reward for Hamblra *s success in the southern campaigns. Cf. JHQ, Vol. XXXIH, pp, 286-87. 

8 Seo N. L. Dey. Geographical Dictionary , s.v. Girivrajapura. Cf. the Palampet inscription in Hyd. A.8. , No 3. 

8 The Chintapalli inscription (AM. Ep. 9 1917, No. 70) ofGapad§va is dated Sek* 1376, Bhava, VaiA&*ha- 
sudi 15, Thursday. The date may be the 11th April 1454 A.D.. flis Kondavidu plates (Ind. Ant., Vol. 
XX, pp. 390 ff.) were issued in Saka 1377=Yuvan corresponding to 1455 A.D. .Chintapalli is in the Sattenapalle 
Taluk and Kondavidu in the Narasaraopet Taluk, both in the Quntur District of Andhra. The forts of Addahkj 
and Vinukog^a lay within GfcpadSra's province. 
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The importance of the genealogical part of the inscription, discussed above, is that it thtows 
welcome light on the ancestry cf the great founder of the Suryavam^I Gajapati family of Orissa. 
Very little information was so far available on the ancestors of Kapile^vara. The tradition recorded 
in the Madala Panji 1 and several other works of the type states that? in the early part of his life, 
Kapili (i.e. Kapilie^vara), a Suryavamil Rauta, was a cowherd in the employ of a certain Brahmaim 
and that he was picked up by the last Ganga king (Bhanu IV) and brought up in his palace. He is 
also stated to have begun his life as a thief. It is said that the god Puiushottama-Jagannatha 
advised the king in a dream to adopt KapileSvara as his successor. During the last years of the 
Gahga king’s rule, the Muslima are reported to have invaded the Gahga kingdom and demanded a 
large ransom. The king sent Kapila to the Muslims for negotiating a settlement, but died shortly 
afterwards. The Muslims then sent bank Kapila to rule the Gahga kingdom. A tradition recorded 
in the Gangavamsanucharita , 2 however, says that Kapile&vara was one of the ministers of the Gahga 
king and that he usurped his master’s throne when the latter was away from the capital in connec- 
tion with a campaign and that the Gahga king after his return from the expedition retired to Gu<Jari- 
kataka where he spent his last days in obscurity. This no doubt seems to be a more sensible account 
of Kapile^vara’s accession to the throne of Gahga Bhanu IV. As regards Kapile&vara’s ancestry 
and early career, our inscriptions now show that he was not a mere cowboy receiving the sovereignty 
over the Gahga empire merely through God’s grace but that his ancestors were people of some im- 
portance and that his rise to the sovereign status was really from a platform of emminence created 
not only by his own proves s but also by the exploits of his forbears. His grandfather, bearing his 
own name, is stated to have been a Ndyaka who was one among the rulers of the solar and lunar 
races while his father Jago£vara, who possessed a large number of elephants, and his elder brother 
Balarama lost their liveB while fighting against their enemies. Thus the great Kapile^vara was 
born in a family of ruling chiefs. The tradition describing him as a Rauta (derived from Sanskrit 
Raja pul ra and known to be a title of subordinate rulers), which was scarcely understood so long, 
can now be appreciated in its proper significance. 

That Jag es vara was the name of the father of the great Kapile6vara is suggested also by his own 
Veligalani grant 3 issued in 1458 A.D. when he was camping on the bank of the Godavari. Verse 11 
of tii j record in the Sanskrit part speaks of the grant of the village of Veligalani named after himself 
and his father or parents ( sva-pitr-dkhyaya )* while the next stanza refers to the grant of Vijayapra- 
t a pa ka p i 1 C* n dia -mahasasu na lying to the east of the united rivers Kpishiia and Veflupa.* At 
the commencement of the Telugu section beginning on the obverse of the third plate, the gift 
village is mentioned as Veligalani alias KapileSvarapura (Veligalani- Kapileivarapurdnaku) aild the 

1 Op. cit., pp. 42 ff. Similar traditions are found in the Ka fakardjavathidvali, Kaifiyat of Jagann&tham 
etc. See Sastri and Venkataramanayya, op. cit., pp. 82 ff. 

1 Kafingadeiacharitra (Telugu), p. 344. 



3 An inaccurate notice and an extremely faulty transcript of thin fragmentary ins cription were published res- 
pectively in A.H. Ep , 1934-35, p. 69 (C. P, No. 17) and Journal of the Bombay Historical Society, Vol. VI, pp. 94 ff. 
The record is dated in Saka 1380 (vydf?ia-i6Aa.t < aAnt-tndt4)=Bfthudh&nya l Vau&khl (i.e. VaUakha-eudi 15) corres- 
ponding to the 28th April 1458 A.D. The inscription describes Kapdedvara’s military successes in the passage 
(with correction of the minor scribal errors) : Hampd kampam^ag&t tat=ddhika-tard Vhara cha bh&r-dtura-dvdrd 
Kalbarigd vimuk ta-turaga J)hiUi cha Bhilll-vfitd (lines 1-4, verse numbered as 7). The same stanza also occurs in the 
Chiruvroli grant of Hamblra {Bhdrati, November 1941, pp. 514 ff.), verse 5. 

4 The stanza (after removing small scribal errors) reads : &dk-dbd& Bahvdhdnya-ndrnni gaiiiti vydm-ibha-vahn* 
i»dvbh<r- Vaisakhyam Kapilisvard Harigu kd - Mldu ri-sftnni sthitam viihiatyai vidushdih Satdya cha vasan Godavari* 
s'/ikate mhcisham Velignlani*ndmakam=addd^grdmaih sva-pitr-dkhyayd \\ The name of the village has to be read 
Veligalni for the sake of the metre. The Saka year is indicated by the words vydma (i.e. 0), ibha (i.e. 8), vahni (i.e. 
3 ) and indu (i.e. 1), i.e. 1380. 

4 The stanza (after removing small scribal errors) reads : Krishw-dakshina-vahint vijayati ViriTi&*nadi~3aTngat& 
tat-prachyam V ijayapratdpakapilindr-&khyam mahd-Sdsanam j tatr=hbhdnti fatarh cha vim&ati-param vipra Vasishth- 



opamas-lad’dala, V ijayapratdpa- Kapil indr 5 bhdti dharm*Ottarab || 



